
GEORGIA READS FOR AMERCIA250
MAYOR’S READING CLUB GUIDE 



GEORGIA READS FOR AMERICA250 MAYOR’S READING CLUB GUIDE 

www.america250.georgiareads.org 

Introduction

Georgia America250

Civic Literacy

How Cities Can Participate

Communications &
Promotions

Resources & Support

Planning Tools

Continuing Forward

2

3

4

6

8

9

10

16

www.GeorgiaForward.org



In 2026, communities across Georgia will join the nation in commemorating the 
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Georgia America250 is the statewide effort to commemorate the 250th anniversary of the
Declaration of Independence by honoring Georgia’s role in the nation’s history and engaging
communities in meaningful reflection, education, and celebration. Through coordinated events
and partnerships, the initiative encourages cities, schools, cultural institutions, and community
organizations to explore local history, elevate diverse stories, and create programs that connect
the past to the present in ways that are locally relevant and forward-looking.

Within this broader effort, Georgia Reads for America250 serves as the statewide literacy and
civic learning component. The initiative is designed to unite communities around reading,
learning, and storytelling during the America250 commemoration. Its purpose is both celebratory
and strategic: honoring America’s founding while also addressing literacy challenges that affect
families, schools, and communities across Georgia.

The primary goals of Georgia Reads for America250 are to improve literacy for all ages,
strengthen civic understanding, celebrate Georgia’s diverse history, support schools and
libraries, and encourage long-term community engagement. By connecting reading with civic
engagement, the initiative provides a framework for communities to explore local heritage, uplift
community voices, and inspire family learning as part of the America250 celebration.

A broad coalition of partners—including the Georgia Department of Education, GeorgiaForward,
the Georgia Historical Society, the Georgia Municipal Association, Georgia Public Broadcasting,
the Georgia Public Library Service, and organizations across the state—are working together to
provide resources, promotional support, and coordination for these efforts. Cities are
encouraged to explore statewide tools, events, and updates through the Georgia Reads for
America 250 website at www.america250.georgiareads.org. 
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A core component of Georgia Reads for America250 is civic literacy. Civic literacy is the
understanding of how government works, what rights and responsibilities citizens possess, and
how individuals can meaningfully participate in civic life. It includes the ability to access and
evaluate information, the confidence to express opinions, and the willingness to contribute to
community well-being. 

Civic literacy begins with reading. Individuals who read regularly build the vocabulary,
comprehension, critical thinking skills, and background knowledge needed to engage in
democratic processes. When families read together, children learn not only language and
literacy skills, but also values around fairness, responsibility, leadership, and citizenship. 

Georgia, like many states, faces significant literacy challenges. 1 in 10 adults have low literacy
skills, while 62% of Georgia’s third grade students read below grade level. These challenges
directly affect civic participation. People who struggle with reading often struggle to complete
forms, understand ballots, navigate government websites, engage in public decision-making or
follow local news. Literacy is not only a workforce or educational priority—it is also a civic one. 

When communities strengthen literacy, they strengthen democracy. Reading helps residents
understand their community’s story, make informed decisions, and contribute as confident
citizens. This guide supports Mayors in using reading as a tool to expand civic understanding and
participation. 
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Definitions for Civic Literacy 

To support consistent messaging, the guide incorporates definitions adapted from civic literacy
resources: 

Advocacy is the act of speaking or acting in support of an idea, cause, or change. 

Civic literacy refers to the knowledge and skills needed to participate effectively in civic life,
including understanding government processes and civic responsibilities. 

A citizen is a member of a community with certain rights and duties. 

Civic engagement includes activities that contribute to community well-being or influence
public decisions. 

Civic responsibility refers to the obligations citizens share to vote, be informed, respect laws,
and contribute to the common good. 

Democracy is a system in which people govern themselves, directly or through elected 
representatives. 

Information literacy refers to the ability to find, evaluate, and use information responsibly. 

Legislation refers to laws created by governing bodies. 

Literacy includes the ability to read, write, and communicate effectively. 

Media literacy refers to the ability to understand and evaluate media messages. 

Public service includes work done to serve the community, whether paid or volunteer. 

Policy refers to plans or guidelines created by government bodies to address issues. 

Reading proficiency refers to the ability to read with accuracy, fluency, and comprehension. 
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Georgia cities can participate in America250 by creating literacy-centered programs that
connect reading, local history, and civic pride. The Mayor’s Reading Club offers a flexible and
visible way for Mayors and Program Coordinators to lead these efforts and engage families
across the community.
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Included at the back of this guide are ready-to-use sample agendas
and an event planning worksheet. These tools are designed to help

cities organize America250 and Mayor’s Reading Club events, engage
partners, and reflect on outcomes to strengthen future programming.

Planning Tools
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