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INTRODUCTION

Georgia Civic Health Index, this report asks and seeks to 

compare with other states. This report is intended to launch a statewide 

What is Civic Health?

-

the nation.

This report explores four main areas of civic health: 

 

 Community Involvement

 

 

Why is Civic Health Important?

-

1  

 

health, lower violent crime rates and youth delinquency, and reduced mortality.  

-

economic factors.

Photo credit: Georgia Family Connection Partnership

26th 
Georgia’s national rank in 
both eating dinner with and 
seeing or hearing from family 
and friends frequently
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Georgia and Civic Health

half of states on almost all measures of civic health. While worrisome, these data can serve as a 

-

-

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

-

tions, and media.

Key Findings

Civic Health Indicator
  
Ranking 

Civic Health Indicator
  
Ranking 

7

Group membership

BACKGROUND ON THE 
CIVIC HEALTH INDEX

The findings of this report are based on 
analysis of the 2011 Current Population 

Survey (CPS), conducted by the U.S. 
Census Bureau, provided by the Center 
for Information and Research on Civic 
Learning and Engagement (CIRCLE). The 
development of the 
Index was coordinated by the National 
Conference on Citizenship (NCoC), an 
organization chartered by Congress to 
advance the nation’s civic life. NCoC 
began publishing America’s Civic Health 

Index in 2006 and was authorized by the 
Edward M. Kennedy Serve America Act 
to expand this civic health assessment 
in partnership with the Corporation for 
National and Community Service and 
the U.S. Census Bureau. NCoC now uses 
civic data to work in 30 communities 
nationwide on state- and city-level 
reports and initiatives. 
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Civic Health Indicator
  
Ranking 

17th

How Georgia Compares to the Rest of the Nation 

 

 

 

 

8 

of all three.

Definitions of Terms and Concepts

Civic Health

Civic Engagement

Social Connectedness

Community Involvement
Community involvement refers to the ways people interact with fellow residents beyond 

Political Action or Political Participation

Confidence in Institutions

6th 
Georgia’s national rank in 
expressing opinions about 
community or political  
issues online



 7

Generational Definitions

Long Civic Generation (Born before 1930)

population was too small to produce reliable data. 

Silent Generation (1931-1945) 
 

Baby Boomers (1946-1964)
 

Generation X (1965-1980)

Millennials or Echo Boomers (1981-2004)
 

KEY TAKEAWAYS : SOCIAL CONNECTEDNESS

 

 

KEY TAKEAWAYS : COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT
 

-

 

indicators as compared to those with lower levels of educational attainment.

KEY TAKEAWAYS : POLITICAL ACTION

-

17th 
Georgia’s national rank  
in discussing politics  
with friends or family

Photo credit: GeorgiaForward
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KEY TAKEAWAYS : CONFIDENCE IN INSTITUTIONS

the labor force. Conversely, those who are unemployed and not in the labor force are more likely 

schools increases the further one lives from an urban area. 

SOCIAL CONNECTEDNESS

 They may also form a foundation upon 

 

10 

11 This connectedness 

-

positively with employment rates and economic resilience.

Interactions with Family or Friends

EATING DINNER WITH FAMILY OR FRIENDS 

NE DC GA 1 26 51

-

frequently with family. 

90.1% 
of Georgians frequently
eat dinner with family  
or friends. 
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Eating Dinner with Family or Friends

Baby Boomers

Non-White

88.8%

89.2%

88.7%

86.6%

85.8%

87.9%

88.9%

89.4%

Citizen groups below state average:

90.1% (26th)

89.5%

2011 

Seeing or Hearing from Friends or Family

Employed

Non-White

Rural Residents 79.0%

79.9%

80.6%

79.7%

79.3%

79.0%

79.0%

78.0%

74.7%

79.6%

80.0%

80.6%

Citizen groups below state average:

80.4% (26th)

79.0%

2011 

SEEING OR HEARING FROM FRIENDS OR FAMILY

UT NV  GA  1 26 51

 

 

in how much they see or hear from friends or family at least a few times a week, and less than four 

80.4% 
of Georgians see or hear from 
family or friends frequently. 

Photo credit: Georgia Family Connection Partnership

This report does not examine differences in levels of engagement among specific minority groups because 
sample sizes were often too small to be statistically reliable. It does explore differences among white (non-
Hispanic) residents and non-white (including Hispanic) residents.
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Talking with Neighbors

TALKING WITH NEIGHBORS

WV NV GA 1 25 51

 

 

-

bors more than their suburban and urban counterparts, which may be related to how often 

 

 

for most indicators of civic health increase as educational attainment increases, this does 

-

-

 

44.5% 
of Georgians talk with  
their neighbors on a  
frequent basis.
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EXCHANGING FAVORS WITH NEIGHBORS

UT NV GA 1 28 51

 

-

  

 

  

  

 

TRUST OF NEIGHBORS

SD DC GA 1 44 51

  Those 

 

 

 -

53% 
of Georgians trust all or 
most of the people in their 
neighborhood.
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COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT
Community involvement refers to the ways in which people interact with residents in the community 

 

 

economic downturns.

CHARITABLE GIVING
 

UT AR GA 1 40 51

Photo credit: Carl Vinson Institute of Government 
at  
the University of Georgia

40th 
Georgia’s national rank 
in charitable giving

Trust People in Neighborhood (all or most)

Female

Non-White

50.2%

51.2%

50.1%

46.1%

46.0%

44.1%

36.9%

47.5%

50.6%

52.3%

Citizen groups below state average:

53.0% (44th)

56.7%

2011 
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VOLUNTEERISM

UT LA GA 1 34 51

As with charitable donations, Millennials were less likely to volunteer than were their older counter-

-

ence presents an opportunity to explore why this discrepancy exists and how best to increase 

GROUP MEMBERSHIP 
-

17

professional and economic connections and may be important in professional development and 

18 

26% 
of Georgians volunteer.  
Georgia ranks 34th nationally.Volunteering 

Male 

Rural Residents 

Non-White

21.2%

23.0%

19.3%

17.3%

16.0%

18.1%

21.9%

24.2%

Citizen groups below state average:

26.0% (34th)

26.8%

2011 
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-

state’s civic health. 

ATTENDING PUBLIC MEETINGS

 

nation.

 

 

 

POLITICAL ACTION

Photo credit: GeorgiaForward

Those with less than a high 
school diploma (20.8%) 
exhibited the lowest rate 
of group membership, and 
those with at least a college 
degree (59.1%) exhibited 
the highest rate.

Group Association (pooled, 2009-2011)

Non-White

Male 

Rural Residents

34.1%

35.1%

27.9%

26.5%

24.1%

20.8%

27.8%

34.2%

35.7%

Citizen groups below state average:

36.2% (27th)

36.3%

2009-2011 
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levels of educational attainment.

VOTER REGISTRATION AND TURNOUT
 

ME HI GA 1 41 51

ME TX GA  1 38 51

 

43.6% 
Georgia’s voter turnout  
rate in 2010

VOTER TURNOUT

Georgia Voter Registration and Turnout by Income, 2010

64.0

74.9

59.3

65.0
68.3

62.0

42.9

53.4

43.6

55.1

62.0

43.7
49.1

56.0

36.6

  Vote in Local Elections (always or sometimes)   

VOTER REGISTRATION
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CONTACTING PUBLIC OFFICIALS

VT HI GA 1 34 51

 

 

EXPRESSING POLITICAL OPINIONS

on the Internet compared with people in other states. 

NV SC GA 1 6 51

 

 

Photo credit: GeorgiaForward

12% 
of Georgians reported 
contacting a public 
official in 2011.

Georgia Voter Registration and Turnout by Educational Attainment, 2010

68.0

75.4

62.9
67.6

71.5

64.2

50.1

57.3

46.5

55.9

61.2

40.938.1
44.2

 Less than  

  Vote in Local Elections (always or sometimes)   *Data Not Available

*

EXPRESSING POLITICAL OPINIONS ONLINE
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CONFIDENCE IN INSTITUTIONS

CONFIDENCE IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS

SD NM GA 1 40 51

 

 

 

 

 
Millennials (29.3%) are the 
least likely to discuss politics 
while the Silent Generation 
(43.4%) is well above the 
state average.

Photo credit: GeorgiaForward

Discussing Politics (Frequently)

Female

Non-White

29.1%

30.5%

28.3%

25.6%

23.9%

27.6%

29.4%

31.7%

Citizen groups below state average:

32.5% (17th)

29.3%

2011 
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CONFIDENCE IN CORPORATIONS
 

ID NV GA 1 38 51

 

 

 
 

Photo credit: Georgia Family Connection Partnership

67.7% 
of rural Georgians reported 
having some or a great deal 
of confidence in corporations.

Georgia Confidence in Institutions by Educational Attainment (A Great Deal/Some), 2011

87.8 87.0 86.5

57.0
60.2

56.6
60.9

70.4

58.8

86.7

54.4

48.3

81.0

 Less than  

*Data Not Available

Georgia Confidence in Institutions by Income (A Great Deal/Some), 2011

87.1 88.0
86.8

58.9 58.8 57.1
61.8

69.6

59.0

83.7

51.9 52.9

87.1

57.2
54.7

* *
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CONFIDENCE IN THE MEDIA
 

 

 

 

DEMOGRAPHIC TRENDS TO CONSIDER

they mean for the state’s civic health. 

-

Georgia is predicted to be 
a “Majority-Minority” state 
around 2025.

DC NV 
  

GA 1 46 51
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WHAT YOU CAN DO

 

 

 

 

What individuals can do: 

 

 Volunteer for a community project or issue that you are passionate about.

 

  Call, email, write a letter, or visit one or more of your elected representatives. This can be 

at the local, state, or national level.

 

  

 Vote.

What community-based organizations, nonprofits, and foundations can do:

 

 

 

 

careers in the civic sector.
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in your community.

 

 

educational attainment.

 

What public officials and government agencies can do:

 

 

 

  

to improve it.

 

experience they need to sit on boards and commissions.

 

 

 

What the media can do:

 

 

 

 

What the private sector can do:
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What higher education can do:

 

  Emphasize coursework on civics, history of American democracy, and the  

  

the civic sector.

  

 

  

What public schools can do:

 

 

 

 

 

and participate in civic life.
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CONCLUSION

 

quality and quantity of connections that could improve employment opportunities.

are less involved in civic life. Indeed, this report, while not intended to offer prescriptions, will 

Photo credit: GeorgiaForward
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TECHNICAL NOTES

 

 

Any time we examine the relationship between educational 

for the state across all indicators. Any analysis that breaks down 

cross-tabulations may have been small. Due to the small sample 

and accurate estimation of error rates involves many parameters 

that are not publicly available. 
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CIVIC HEALTH INDEX

State and Local Partnerships

NCoC began America’s Civic Health Index in 2006 to measure the level of civic engagement and health of our democracy. In 2009, 
NCoC was incorporated into the Edward M. Kennedy Serve America Act and directed to expand this civic health assessment in 
partnership with the Corporation for National and Community Service and the U.S. Census Bureau.

NCoC now works with partners in more than 30 communities nationwide to use civic data to lead and inspire a public dialogue about 
the future of citizenship in America and to drive sustainable civic strategies.

Alabama

David Mathews Center

Arizona
Center for the Future of Arizona

California
California Forward

Center for Civic Education

Center for Individual and  

Institutional Renewal

Davenport Institute

Connecticut
Everyday Democracy

Florida
Florida Joint Center for Citizenship

 

 

and Government 

Georgia

Carl Vinson Institute of Government, 

Illinois
Citizen Advocacy Center

McCormick Foundation

Indiana

 

Association Foundation 

Indiana Bar Foundation

Kentucky
 

Institute for Citizenship  

 

Maryland
Mannakee Circle Group

Center for Civic Education

Common Cause-Maryland

Maryland Civic Literacy Commission

Massachusetts

Michigan

Minnesota
Center for Democracy and Citizenship

Missouri

New Hampshire
Carsey Institute

New York

North Carolina
North Carolina Civic 

Education Consortium

Center for Civic Education

NC Center for Voter Education

Democracy NC

NC Campus Compact

Ohio
 

Oklahoma

Pennsylvania
Center for Democratic Deliberation 

National Constitution Center

Texas

Virginia
Center for the Constitution at James  

Madison’s Montpelier

Chicago
McCormick Foundation 

Miami
Florida Joint Center for Citizenship

 

Miami Foundation

Seattle

Twin Cities
Center for Democracy and Citizenship

Millennials Civic Health Index

CIRCLE

STATES

C I T IE S



 27

C IV IC HEALTH INDICATORS WORK ING GROUP 

Justin Bibb
 

Economic Development for the County 

Harry Boyte
Director, Center for Democracy  

and Citizenship

John Bridgeland

Chairman, Board of Advisors, National 

Conference on Citizenship

Nelda Brown
 

 

Educational Development

Kristen Cambell
 

National Conference on Citizenship

Jeff Coates
 

Doug Dobson
Executive Director, 

Florida Joint Center for Citizenship

David Eisner
 

National Constitution Center

Paula Ellis
 

Maya Enista Smith

William Galston
 

 

Stephen Goldsmith
Former Deputy Mayor of New York City

 

 

Director, Innovations in American  

Government

Former Mayor of Indianapolis

Robert Grimm, Jr.
 

 

Lloyd Johnston

 

Kei Kawashima-Ginsberg
Lead Researcher, Center for Informa-

Peter Levine
Director, Center for Information and  

 

Chaeyoon Lim
 

Mark Hugo Lopez
Associate Director of the  

 

Sean Parker
Co-Founder and Chairman of Causes on 

Kenneth Prewitt
 

Census Bureau

 

Robert Putnam

Author of Bowling Alone: The Collapse and 
Revival of American Community 

Thomas Sander

David B. Smith 
 

 

Innovative Leadership 

Heather Smith
Executive Director, Rock the Vote 

Max Stier
Executive Director,  

Michael Stout
 

Kristi Tate
 

National Conference on Citizenship

Michael Weiser
Chairman,  

National Conference on Citizenship 

Jonathan Zaff
 

Ilir Zherka
Executive Director, National Conference  

on Citizenship



Use your smart phone to
download the Georgia  
Civic Health Index


